	Visual and Cultural Literacy Unit, Research Journalism Initiative


	Unit Title: Learning to See: Exploring Photography and Film for Cultural Nuance

Course and Grade Level(s):  High School Social Studies
Approximate length:  1-2 weeks


 RJI Resources:  Autobiographical radio, film, writing and photography by students in Nablus, RJI Direct Video Conference (DVC).  Online resources at Taking IT Global can also be used to complement this unit.
	Big Ideas:  Culture as nuanced, culture through visual experience, the art of perception and perceptiveness.


	Enduring Understandings: 

· We can learn a lot about a culture’s nuances from close visual observation

· We can learn about the photographer/writer/film maker through how s/he presents the story

· Open-minded cultural exchange can improve global dialogue and help build solutions in global conflicts.


	Essential Questions:
· What can we learn about a culture through noticing visual nuances (expression, background, props, gesture and costume)?

· What can we learn about the person conveying the story by exploring his/her visual or language nuances?

· What do students in Nablus want us to realize about their lives through the projects we’re exploring?

· How can cultural exchanges like these break down taboos and personalize the study of global conflict?


	Activities:  Students will…

· Explore the photography of young Palestinians for cultural nuances and what they reveal about life there

· Explore the film projects of young Palestinians for cultural nuances and what they reveal about life there

· Explore the radio and writing pieces by young Palestinians for the cultural nuances they reveal

· Interact with the world by creating personal media which expresses something about students’ lives

· Participate in an RJI DVC on themes to be determined by the group
	
	Skills:  Students will gain competency in…

· Photographic analysis (visual literacy, including analysis of expression, gesture, background/setting, clothing and props)

· Film analysis (voice, gesture, background sounds and composition, plus the components of visual literacy)

· Authentic cultural and political exploration via artistic work
· Technological skills in film editing software such as iMovie, Movie Maker and Garage Band

· Diplomacy and cross-cultural dialogue


	Authentic Assessment:
· Write a series of personal reflections on the RJI student work explored, including such themes as exploration of things they’ve learned about life in Palestine, things that surprised them, details which contradicted things they’d been taught previously, details which discouraged or inspired them, and ideas about what they want to do with their new knowledge.

· Create a creative project (film) which expresses or bears witness to something or someone in their own lives, as a way for students to participate in global exchange as well.  Films could include themes such as an inspiring family member, an exploration of the student’s neighborhood or school, a challenge the student faces culturally, economically, etc.


